Hoole St Michael CE Primary School
School Newsletter 08.12.2025

Monday 8th December 2025

We are in full swing Christmas countdown here at Hoole St Michael! (Hence why this newsletter
is a few days later than usual) Last week we had the pleasure of putting up our Christmas tree
with the help of the after school club children, who thoroughly enjoyed joining the staff in
getting the school Christmas ready. The school really does look beautiful.

| wanted to share how proud | was of our school choir last Sunday at the Longton Winter
Wonderland. The children that attended were a credit to school and their families, their
behaviour was impeccable and they sang like angels. It truly was a beautiful occasion and we
are privileged as a school to be involved.

Our Pantomime was fantastic on Friday and would like to thank Tickled Pink for coming into
school to support the event. The children had a wonderful time without having to step foot
outside the school building!

We would like to thank everyone who came and supported the school Christmas Fair on Friday.
The PTFA worked so hard behind the scenes and we hope everyone had a magical time.



The key stage 1 team have been working very hard on this years Nativity that the children and
parents have enjoyed watching today. The Christmas nativity is the highlight of my year. | have
seen sneak peaks throughout rehearsals, and | was blown away this afternoon by their
performance.

Christmas Jumper day is on Thursday 11th December if you have an old jumper that no longer
fits your child, please do not forget to add this to our rail in the main entrance of school. This is
open for anyone who may not have a Christmas Jumper, come along and have a look if we have
one that fits. All children will be eating together on Thursday where Christmas dinner will be
served with Christmas songs and crackers for all.

We know that as the festive season approaches not all families are looking forward to Christmas,
if you need any extra support over the Christmas period please come and speak with our
wonderful team. We all want our children and families to have the most magical Christmas.

God Bless

Mrs Holland

Dates for next week

08.12.25 - 2pm Nativity Performance ﬁ
09.12.25 - 5pm Nativity Performance {l’s

10.12.25 - Parents Evening &



11.12.25 - Christmas Jumper (non uniform) & Christmas Dinner Day &

11.12.25 - 1.30pm Choir to sing at The Venue in the village ‘

Children will be accompanied by Mrs Holland, Mrs Gore, Mrs Parry and Kate from KTB Music will
support once there. | will ensure that all partaking have a signed 'local visits form' and will be in
touch on Dojo to confirm.

14.12.25 - 4.00pm P&SL Christmas Convoy g &\ starting at Hoole St Michael with a Christmas
Extravaganza! i}

Last Week




1 - Longton Winter Wonderland £






3- Cinderella Panto time &%



4 - Santa's Grotto at the Christmas Fair @ﬂ?
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Christmas Convoy £a

Would you like to enter a vehicle in our Christmas Convoy? @ & Come and speak to me in
the office and | can point you in the right direction or follow the instructions on the poster
below....

We are excited to be teaming up with P&SL Haulage to help raise money for some amazing
causes on the run up to Christmas.

On THIS SUNDAY 14th December a Christmas Convoy of festive vehicles (tractors, lorries,
diggers...you name it!) will be setting off from school to raise money for Dementia UK,

Pancreatic Cancer UK, The Christie Charity and Hoole St Michael Primary School (us @).
The route will start off in Much Hoole, to Walmer Bridge, Longton, Hutton & New Longton.

We will set the convoy off on their journey from school with teas, coffees, mince pies and
festive fun on tap! We are excited to be helping some wonderful causes and to get school
involved in our lovely community events.



. P&SL1:
CHRISTMAS

“CONVOY - g
SUPPORTING w

Dementia UK, Pancreatic Cancer UK,
. The Christie Charity and Hoole St Michaels School

N P&SL

CHRISTMAS
CONVOY _ ¢

®
. Sunday 14th December 2025

Starting at Hoole, St Michael's Primary School R/
{pm Onwards- There will be Hot Drinks,
Mince Pies and Festive Fun!
5pm- The Convoy will begin! ©
MUCH HOOLE, \,\g?@‘) :
WALMER BRIDGE -
LONGTON
HUTTON
NEW LONGTON. st

Supporting
Dementia UK.
Pancreatic Cancer UK
k I'he Christie Charity
To Book In A Vehicle Go To Hoole. St Michaels Primary School
Facebook- P&SL Christmas Convoy

Or Email Transport@pandslhaulage.co.uk

55
Midge Hall




Monday - Gardening Club (Y3&4)

Tuesday - Worship Warriors .
Wednesday - Choir B

Thursday - Christian Crafts @

Friday - Happy Art Club
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WOULD YOUR CHILD LIKE TO PLAY IN
THEIR OWN ROCK BAND AT SCHOOL?

Hi Parent or Guardian,

Is your child more excited about music this evening?

Apologies, that might have ing to do with

Today your child got a taste of what t's ike to perform in a band, and this letter tells you how they can be part of
the fun every week.

What s Rocksteady?

Rocksteady band lessons give children the chance to play in their very own band through weekly rock and pop
lessons. It's the perfect way to learn new musical skills, make friends and have fun - all at school! Rocksteady
lessons are also shown to boost confidence, wellbeing, social skills and even academic achievement.

Your child will learn to play songs instantly through listening and playing. There is no music theory involved and
lessons are fun, inclusive and accessible. They will be making inevery lesson and can al jeve an
ofqual ited by Trinity College London, without having to take a single exam!

Here's what else you need to know:

+ Mostlessons take place during the school day. There’s yand for
lessons are provided.

+ Youcan choose if they shine on vocals, keyboard, drums, guitar or bass.

« Proudly watch as your child performs in their end of term concerts, showing just how far they hove come!

Rocksteady band leaders are professional musicians who inspire a passion for music and support your child
every step of the way.
Lessons are £44.68 per month with nothing to pay in August. There's a

money-back guarantee for the first month and you can cancel at any time.
Places are offered on a first come, first served basis.

Visit rocksteadymusieschool.com to sign up.

Best wishes,

&L

Rachel Hawker
Director of Education

BOOK YOUR

CHILD'S PLACE



Key dates for your diaries

17.12.25

17.12.25

18.12.25

19.12.25

- Music Showcase & Mice Pies with KTB u

- Christmas Party Day [ Party Clothes to be worn

- Christmas Film Night

- Carols Service in Church g
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30.11.2025 Choir to attend Longton Winter Wonderland and
:u'spm meet Mrs Holland & Kate at Longton Church. Parents
are welcome to stay.

Elf behaving Badly Lunch
01.12.2025 If your child is not usually on school meals & would like to
\ take part, please order in advance. School meals £2.70.

Panto in School

2;'12'2025 Tickets to go on sale via Parent Pay on 18.11.2025
£4.00, this includes a drink & snack.

05.12.2025 Ch'llrch to come in and make Christingle’s with the
children.
Christmas Fair! Pick up as normal, with hall doors '
opening back up at 3.30pm. l

253‘;2'2025 Corals Around the Tree to open the fair @ 3.45pm.

-30pm Refreshments & snacks served with stalls, our Secret
Santa Elf workshop and Santa’s Grotto.

* 07.12.2025 Children to sing at Christingle Service in Church.
08.12.2025 KS1 Nativity dress rehearsal in front of school.

11.12.2025 If your child is not usually on school meals & would like to
take part, please order in advance. School meals £2.70.

11.12.2025 Choir to attend The Venue at Much Hoole with Kate,
1.00pm Mrs Holland and Mrs Gore.

17.12.2025 Music Showcase & Mince Pies for those children who
9.15am have music lessons with KTB, Jim & the Choir.

Christmas Party Day! Party clothes to be worn, with a
party slot for each class & visit from Santa.

17.12.2025 Party Food Dinner, If your child is not usually on
school meals & would like to take part, please order in
advance. School meals £2.70.

08.12.2025 L N -
2.00pm ativity performance
09.12.2025 o -
5.00pm ativity performance
Christmas Jumper Day & Christmas Dinner Day! \

AR a27075 PTA Christmas Film Night. Tickets will be available via

3.30-5.00pm P_arent Pay soon, with each classroom l,avlng a
different film to screen...so take your pick!

19.12.2025 Carol Service in Church

9.15am Parents welcome
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Nativity...

Born " .

08.12.2025 2pm performance

09.12.2025 Spm performance

£2.00 a ticket via Parent Pay
Snacks & Refreshments will be on sale

Online Safety Newsletter




Al Chatbots and
companions

A simple search of “Al Chat” within
the App store highlights the number
of Al apps already available, many are
rated as 18+ o it is important to
speak to our children about them and
the risks associated with them
Examples of Al chatbots that your
child may have heard of are
Character.Al (18+) and My Al from
Snapchat (13+)

What are the risks?
« Over reliance on Al companions,

for example they may replace
“real life’ friendships or over
reliance on using them for
homework or problem solving.
Exposure to inappropriate
content.
Privacy/data ri
Misinformation as not all
information shared is correct and
can be biased

How can | protect my child?

« Check age ratings of any apps or
websites that your child accesses.
Discuss the risks of Al chatbots
with them and have open

conversations about why they
may be using them.

Set up appropriate parental
controls on their devices/
broadband.

Chat to your child regularly and
ensure your child knows that they
should talk to you or another
trusted adult if anything concerns
them.

Further information
https://www.esafety gov.au/newsroo
m/blogs/ai-chatbots-and-

com)

young-people

Knowsioy
City Leaming Contres

Ovlive Safety Newsletter

New Technology

As some children may be receiving new
technology or related games at
Christmas, here is a quick reminder of
the importance of setting up appropriate
parental controls.

Games/Consoles

- Check age ratings: look at the PEGI
rating of any new games. Remember,
PEGI rates the gameplay so whilst it is important to review age ratings, you
must also check to see if it has any communication elements.

- 1f agame does allow your child to communicate with others, then adjust
or disable the settings as appropriate to your child.

- On the device itself, set up applicable controls such as restricting spending
limits. Follow the links below to find out how to set up Parental Controls for
popular devices here:

Xbox: 9 Jen-GB/family-hub

PSS5: https: ion.com/ parental-
controls-spending-limits/

Nintendo Switch: https://\ nintendo.com/en-gb/ intendo-
Switch-Parental- i Switch-2-Nintendo-Switch-Parental-

Controls-2873385 html

Tablets/Smart phones
Set up parental controls on the device to prevent purchases, restrict
content viewed and adjust privacy settings. Furthermore, remember to
check any apps your child requests to check that they are suitable for their
age. Follow the links below to find out more:

/ 3 Lapple. /en-gb/105121
Android Device: google. 1075738
Further information
https:// ontrols/

The Safety-First Smartphone

The Other phone is a new smartphone, which includes “SafetyMode”
software. The software automatically blocks nudity, profanity, and bullying
language in real time. You can find out he uk/.

Smart Phone Free Childhood also list some alternatives that you could
consider here:

te, that of

While
to there are.
associated with children using any type of phone.

pr a ‘safer’
tial risks




Roblox

Following a recent ITV investigation*, which found extremist content on
Roblox, we thought we would provide a reminder of what you need to be
aware of. Roblox is a platform consisting of a collection of games. Players
can either create games or play games that other users have created. Itis
free to d load (however il ptions and in

purchases are available) and can be played across numerous devices. A lot
of the content is user generated, which means not all games will be
suitable for your child to view/play. If your child is playing Roblox, it is
important to monitor what your child is accessing and set up appropriate
parental controls. PEGI rate Roblox with a Parental Guidance label, this is
because it is considered a platform with a huge level of user generated
content.

What should | be aware of?

Game content - as mentioned, users create games so the content/themes
may not be appropriate for your child. Roblox label content based on the
type of content rather than by age. The labels are Minimal, Mild, Moderate
and Restricted.

Chat Facility - Players can chat with each other (users under the age of 13
need parent permission to access certain chat features though). You can
turn icati or add icti such as only able to
communicate with friends.

Virtual Currency - Players can buy Robux (their virtual currency) to buy in-
game upgrades or accessories.

How do | report abuse and block users?
This article outlines the different reporting facilities:
https://en.help.robl / i

Rule-Violations

What else can | do?

Chat to your child regularly about what they are doing online and remind
your child that if anything is worrying them, then they should talk to you or
another trusted adult.

Further information
https://parentzone.org.

[
exposed-to-extremist-content]

Sigwal Private Wessenger

Our local Community

Signal is rated as 13+ on the App store. It is a messaging app, where users
can text, send voice messages and photos plus participate in group chats
and calls. There are no parental controls currently available. As with all
messaging apps, the risks can include bullying and viewing inappropriate

content. Find out more here: .NSPCC.OrE. eeping-children-
safe i I [

Users of this quide do so ot their own discretion. No iablity s entered into. Current os of the
dote released 01.12.25. The inclusion of any links does not imply any offliation with or
endorsement of the linked websites. documents. or videos. nor ore we cloiming ony ownershio
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TO KNOW CHRIST AND MAKE HIM KNOWN >
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TOY& CHRISTINGLE SERVICE
7" DEC 15:45

CAROLS BY CANDLELIGHT
21°T DEC 18:00

CHRISTMAS EVE CRIB
SERVICE
247" DEC 16:00

, . 'MIDNIGHT COMMUNION
N % 247" DEC 11:15PM

o @?CHR STMAS DAY FAMILY
Sy, "l "\SERVICE

.. 25" DEC 10:00
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Bible Padlets

Exploring the Bible with your children has never been more Fun!

New Podcast Series For 6-11's

Prayer

Join us as we explore what
prayer is and learn how it
becomes part of our lives!

tnelf
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6 FULL EPISODES
ENGAGING BIBLE STORIES
GUIDED DISCUSSION
UNIQUE PRAYER ACTIVITIES
GAMES AND MUCH MORE - /”

STREAM OR DOWNLOAD TODAY!

S Il
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