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Hoole St. Michael’s Church of England Primary School

Modern Foreign Languages Policy
Member of staff responsible: C Jackson
Date policy written: March 2018
Date to be reviewed: March 2021
Mission Statement
Christ’s love is in everything we do at Hoole St Michael. Our creative and high-reaching Church of England Primary School is safe, loving and supportive. We encourage the building of good relationships and friendship through respect, tolerance and understanding. Within our Christian family, where parents are our partners in all aspects of school life, we aim to inspire a love for learning within each and every child.
1. Aims and objectives
‘Learning a foreign language is a liberation from insularity and provides an opening to other cultures. A high-quality languages education should foster pupils’ curiosity and deepen their understanding of the world. The teaching should enable pupils to express their ideas and thoughts in another language and to understand and respond to its speakers, both in speech and in writing. It should also provide opportunities for them to communicate for practical purposes, learn new ways of thinking and read great literature in the original language. Language teaching should provide the foundation for learning further languages, equipping pupils to study and work in other countries.’ (National Curriculum 2014.)
Children will be taught to:-
· understand and respond to spoken and written language from a variety of authentic sources 
· speak with increasing confidence, fluency and spontaneity, finding ways of communicating what they want to say, including through discussion and asking questions, and continually improving the accuracy of their pronunciation and intonation 

·  write at varying length, for different purposes and audiences, using the variety of grammatical structures that they have learnt 

·  discover and develop an appreciation of a range of writing in the language studied. 
2. Teaching and learning style

Currently at Hoole St Michael the modern foreign language taught, throughout key stage 2, is French. This enables children to make substantial progress in one language. The teaching will provide an appropriate balance of spoken and written language and will lay the foundations for further foreign language teaching at key stage 3. It should enable pupils to understand and communicate ideas, facts and feelings in speech and writing, focused on familiar and routine matters, using their knowledge of phonology, grammatical structures and vocabulary. 

Children will be taught to: 

· listen attentively to spoken language and show understanding by joining in and responding 

· explore the patterns and sounds of language through songs and rhymes and link the spelling, sound and meaning of words 

· engage in conversations; ask and answer questions; express opinions and respond to those of others; seek clarification and help
· speak in sentences, using familiar vocabulary, phrases and basic language structures 

· develop accurate pronunciation and intonation so that others understand when they are reading aloud or using familiar words and phrases
· present ideas and information orally to a range of audiences
· read carefully and show understanding of words, phrases and simple writing 

· appreciate stories, songs, poems and rhymes in the language 

· broaden their vocabulary and develop their ability to understand new words that are introduced into familiar written material, including through using a dictionary 

· write phrases from memory, and adapt these to create new sentences, to express ideas clearly 

· describe people, places, things and actions orally and in writing 

· understand basic French grammar including: feminine, masculine and neuter forms and the conjugation of high-frequency verbs; key features and patterns of the language; how to apply these, for instance, to build sentences; and how these differ from or are similar to English. 

We recognise the fact that in all classes there are children of widely-different abilities in French  and we seek to provide suitable learning opportunities for all children by matching the challenge of the task to the ability of the child. We achieve this by:

•setting common tasks which are open-ended and can have a variety of responses;

•setting tasks of increasing difficulty. Not all children complete all tasks;

•grouping children by ability in the room and setting different tasks for each ability group;

•providing resources of different complexity depending on the ability of the child;

•using classroom assistants to support children individually or in groups.

3. French curriculum planning
We use the National Curriculum 2014 for French as the basis for our curriculum planning. We ensure that there are opportunities for children of all abilities to develop their skills and knowledge in each unit and we build planned progression into the scheme of work so that the children are increasingly challenged as they move up through the school.

In lower key stage 2 we use the Rigalo scheme of work as a basis for planning. In upper key stage 2 we use the Janet Lloyd Network scheme. These are supplemented by using a wide range of interactive and online resources. We will teach the knowledge, skills and understanding set out in the National Curriculum 2014 through the corresponding programme of study.

The class teacher writes an outline for each French lesson (short-term plans). These list the specific learning objectives of each lesson.

4. Assessment and recording
We assess children’s work in French by making informal judgements as we observe them during each French lesson. On completion of a piece of work, the teacher marks the work and comments as necessary. At the end of a unit of work, the teacher makes a summary judgement about the work of each pupil if they have yet to obtain, met or exceeded the unit objectives. We use this as a basis for assessing the progress of the child at the end of the year.
The French subject leader keeps samples of children’s work in a portfolio. These demonstrate what the expected level of achievement is in French for each age group in key stage 2.
5. Resources
 There are sufficient resources for all French teaching units in the school. We keep these resources in a central store (in class 4) where there is also a wide range of French story and information books. There is a class set of French dictionaries to support children's learning. We also encourage children to visit their local library to bring in relevant books linked to the current topic. 
6. Inclusion
At Hoole St Michael, we aim to: 

· Provide for all children so that they achieve as highly as they can in French according to their individual abilities;
· Identify which pupils or groups of pupils are under-achieving and take steps to improve their attainment; 

· Identify able and gifted children and provide suitable learning challenges; 

· Choose learning objectives which are related to the aspect on which the whole class is working. 

If with appropriate access strategies and support a child cannot work towards the same learning objective as the rest of the class, we will track back to an earlier objective.  

We will also consider whether a child has other priority needs that are central to their learning (for example a need to concentrate on some key skills) and plan accordingly.

7. Role of the Subject leader
The Subject Leader at Hoole St Michael (currently Mrs C Jackson) is responsible for improving the standards of teaching and learning in French:

The Subject Leader will:

· Monitor and evaluate French through lesson observations, pupil interviews, planning scrutiny and work scrutiny. This will follow the school monitoring timetable.

· Take the lead in policy development

· Audit and support colleagues in their CPD

· Purchase and organise resources

· Keep up to date with recent curricular French developments

8. The Governing Body
Regular reports are made to the governors on the progress of French provision. 
This policy will be reviewed every three years or in the light of changes to legal requirements.

CONCLUSION

The modern foreign languages policy addresses the issues relating to equal opportunities, children with special educational needs, the health and safety of pupils and staff and teaching and learning by incorporating the principles, values, aims and objectives in the following school policies:

· Equal Opportunities

· Special Needs

· Health and Safety

· Teaching and Learning

· Gifted and Talented
This modern foreign languages policy with be reviewed by the French subject leader.
Date for next review of this document- 
This policy was approved by the Governing Body on………………. 

Signed……………………………………………… Date…………………………… 
(Chair of pupils and curriculum) 

Signed……………………………………………… Date:………………………….
(Headteacher) 
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